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   Jesse Tree 

   This Advent, 8th Grade is leading a special  
   prayer tradition called the Jesse Tree. Each  
   morning, 8th Graders visit classrooms to begin 
   the day with a bible reading, reflection, and  
   prayer. Each reading corresponds with a  
   symbol that classes will display as an  
   "ornament" on a tree in their classroom. 
   The Jesse tree represents the family tree of  
   Jesus, and serves as a reminder that we are 
   part of Jesus' human family. Like our ancient 
   ancestors, we, too, hope and pray O Come O 
   Come Emmanuel: God with Us.  
If you would like a copy of the readings and reflections to pray or talk 
about at home with your family, please email 
mtuckness@holyfamilypdx.net. 
 

 
 

Now that we are well into Fall, leaves have finally fallen, days are 
getting shorter and the rain has finally hit hard. You all do such an 
amazing job of coaching your kids on how to travel safely to and 

from school. Unfortunately, there have been some scary 
close calls so every year at this time, I take a moment to share 

some safety reminders with you. 
 

The number one reminder is to have students check the street 
both ways before crossing at the designated crosswalks. 
It is also important that our students are aware of cars, 

pedestrians, and others when riding a bike or walking to school.  
 

Please take that extra minute to remind your children about 
crossing at a crosswalk or staying within a bike lane.  With the rain 

upon us and the roads are so slippery with leaves, braking 
distance is more challenging. Just yesterday driving home, I 

watched two students daring out into the street without looking 
(this was not near our school). Fortunately, the car ahead of me 

saw them and had enough braking space to stop. Please be 
careful out there and help us to keep our students safe. 

 

 
Sing a joyful song (from the choir)!!!  

Consider participating in Holy Family’s  
music ministry for weekend masses! 

There are no auditions, and we rarely have a weeknight 
rehearsal…..we simply meet about half an hour before each 

service.  All music is provided. 

 

There are no requirements about how OFTEN you come. If 
you can only sing once a month, that’s great. If you want to 
only sing for special occasions like Christmas, or seasons 

like Advent and Lent, that’s fine too. 

 

Young people are very welcome. I started in 4th grade, which 
is a great age to begin. It really makes for a wonderful 

parent and child opportunity. On Christmas Eve, specifically, 
our 4pm family mass will have a family choir, which has 

always been a popular opportunity for people of all ages to 
sing together and get a great seat while  

singing well known Christmas songs. 

 

For school families, participating in music ministry for the 
parish would also count for fair share hours! 
You can e-mail me at csbrunelle@msn.com ,  

or come talk to me after mass. 

 

What we do is a ministry, not a performance….our role as 
the “small choir” is simply to lead the congregation “the large 

choir”. Whichever choir you choose to be in, we thank you 
for your participation and support here at Holy Family 

 

 

 Thank you 

Chris Brunelle 
 

  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH  

 Advent Program 
Please join us on Tuesday, December 13th at 

6:30PM in the Church.  
Both classrooms and church doors will open at 

6PM, so you can drop off your child(ren) and then 
find a good spot in the church.  

 

(K-8 students will stay with their teacher the entire event.) 

 

Students are asked to wear fancy holiday attire. 
We look forward to seeing you soon.  
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